
SCIENCE, THE BIBLE, AND OUR CULTURE

God made a perfect world which is now flawed by sin, decay
and degradation and death.1 Destruction will continue to
wreak havoc in the cosmos until Christ sets up His New
Creation as described in Revelation 21-22.

In contrast to this Biblical scenario, evolutionary
philosophy leads us to expect things of the physical world that
do not seem to be -- things like spontaneous improvement, with
the cosmos, the earth, and life itself continuously reaching
higher states.2 Physical data, however, show that the entire
creation -- the earth, the solar system, and the universe -- are
quite young,3 a fact in agreement with Biblical chronology,4

but which leaves too little time for eons of evolutionary
improvement.

The realities of the physical creation -- destruction in the earth,
the extinction of life, physical processes pointing to a young
age for the earth and the universe -- all these are in line with
the Biblical record of history. Nevertheless, people sometimes
claim that the Bible is unscientific. The truth is that the Bible
is scientifically reliable. By contrast, non-Biblical cultures,
because of their lack of knowledge of the Creator, have often
held unscientific ideas about the creation. Far from being
unscientific, a foundation of belief in the Bible is really the
basis for productive science.5

I. SCIENCE CANNOT FIND TRUTH

The perception that the Bible is not scientifically reliable stems
partly from a misunderstanding of what science is. People
think that "seeing is believing," that observations made with
our physical senses is the guide to truth. From this perspective,
the Bible by comparison must be unscientific, because it deals
with many things we can't see -- not only spiritual things, but
also very ancient history, history so ancient it reflects a world
very different from our own. But the fact is that physical
observation is anything but reliable.

Optical illusions demonstrate the fallibility of our
physical senses. When we see an optical illusion, we have a
warped perspective. Though no one understands how this
happens, and what causes a person's mind to perceive a twisted
reality, it is very clear that our physical perceptions are limited.
Though God gave us our physical senses, they are limited like
all of our abilities. This means that science, which is
"knowledge or observations about the physical creation," also
has limited accuracy. The fallibility of our senses limits the
accuracy of our scientific observations.

Since we cannot discern truth with our physical senses, science
-- the study of the physical creation -- cannot really be a search
for truth. The Bible, however, is absolutely true and infallible.
All information in the Bible, even statements about the
physical creation, is reliable. Since science deals with
"knowledge about the physical creation," therefore, the Bible is
a source of much helpful, even indispensable, scientific
information.

Because our physical senses are not dependable for
perceiving truth, what can we know about physical reality?

Our observations are based on our perspective, but if our
perspective is wrong, our conclusions may be wrong. Clearly,
fallible man needs more than physical data to arrive at truth,
and it is a serious fallacy to reject the revelation of the Bible.
Indeed, science is only one aspect of reality. Physical reality
is not the whole of reality, but is only that part of reality
discerned with our fallible physical senses.

II. SCIENCE IS FOUNDED ON FAITH

Since our perspective determines what we expect to see,
our physical senses are an almost worthless guide to the
ultimate realities of life. This is why a person's philosophical
perspective, or more to the point, the person's faith, is what
really shapes his view of reality. This is also why science -- the
study of the physical creation -- is always based on our spiritual
or philosophical presuppositions. In other words, science is
founded on faith.

As mentioned, only a foundation built on biblical
principles makes for productive, healthy science that produces
useful technology to care for the earth and help mankind.
Non-biblical foundations produce unhealthy, stagnated
dogma, "science so-called," based on human speculation.6

Despite the limits of our physical senses, God expects us to
use them to study His creation. Biblically based science --
the study of God's creation -- paves the way for exercising
good stewardship over the earth, the caring stewardship the
Bible calls "dominion" in Genesis 1:28. But the starting point
for true understanding the physical creation is the Biblical
record.

Cultures without a Biblical foundation, rather than
seeing the physical creation as a revelation of the Creator, have
tended to view nature and its parts as a god or gods (Romans
1:18-23). This results in the forces of nature being feared
rather than being studied. After all, how can one do
experiments on nature if he believes he would be
experimenting on "god"? On the other hand, history shows
that science has prospered when the Bible is revered, as in
Western culture since the Reformation, especially in the
three centuries spanning approximately 1600-1900. 7

III. GOD HAS INTERVENED IN HISTORY

The Creator has repeatedly intervened in human history, with
the Reformation itself being the latest global intervention. If
we were to choose one date for beginning of the Reformation,
it would have to be October 31, 1517. This is when Martin
Luther nailed his ninety-five theses to the Wittenburg Chapel
door. The Reformation was the providential working of
God that lifted Western culture out of its Dark Ages.

Even secular historians agree that the Reformation has
no simple technological cause, and that there was a "spirit" of
renewal throughout the West.8 Thus, secular historians
acknowledge in this way the miraculous work of the Holy
Spirit in the Reformation.

The Reformation was actually a miraculous
revival. Of course, the Holy Spirit used human technologies
such as printing. Modern printing, first accomplished in 1453


