THE DAYS OF CREATION WERE SIX LITERAL DAYS

Did God take six daysto create the universe? Some say that
belief in asix day creation somehow limits God. But
endorsing a creation week of six literal 24-hour daysisnot
limiting God. It issimply accepting what God has said about
the time for His creation week.

Man does not limit God by accepting six days of creation of 24
hours apiece. God limited Himself. In fact, the Bible teaches
that God has put many limits on Himself beyond confining the
time of His creation to six days.

I. Introduction

Evolution has many forms, ranging from the atheistic evolution
of Charles Darwin to the theistic evolution popular among
many Christian scholars, academics, and theologians. Perhaps
80% of Christian academics and Christian colleges" teach
theigtic evolution in various forms. These accommodations
claim that God in some way used evolution to bring the
universeinto existence.

Ironically, accommodationists often call themselves
"creationists," reasoning that, " God was behind it. 1'm not
an evolutionist because | believein God." Nevertheless, all
evolution, theistic or not, isa denial of the Word of God, for
Psalm 33:6 states, "By the word of the Lord were the heavens
made ..." — not by along, gradual process of development.

[1. Supernatural Creation Is Consistent with Literal Days

Themain thrust of Genesis chapter 1 isnot mere creation,
but the power of the word of God to accomplish this
creation. Ninetimesin Genesis chapter 1 there isthe phrase,
"And God said ..." The importance of thisemphasisin Genesis
lisrevealed by Satan'sfirst recorded utterance in Genesis 3:1:
"Yea, hath God said ...?" Satan's strategy has always been to
cast doubt on the word of God. Histactic has not changed with
time. Satan draws draws men away from God by making
human philosophy appear exceedingly attractive. Thisis
ultimately the only way to understand the Christian rejection of
the simple and straightforward creation sequence in Genesis 1.

It is no wonder that Jesus warned His disciplesin the
Garden of Gethsemane to "watch and pray, lest yefall into
temptation” (Luke 22:46). Today Christians continue to be
tempted to deny Christ and the teachings of His Word when
challenged by the claims of the world system.

The phrase "and God said" is repeated in Genesis chapter 1 to
the point of extreme redundancy. God foreknew the truths
that fallen man would most stumble over, onetruth being
the absolute power of Hisword to accomplish what natural
processes never could.

Another redundant phrasein Genesis1isthe
wording, " And the evening and the morning wer e the first
day." A similar phrase isrepeated at the end of each one of
the six days of creation. God employed this redundancy to
emphasize atruth that He foreknew that fallen man would tend
to disbelieve. Thisisthe truth of what could be termed "24-

hour days of creation," i.e., days corresponding to atime
interval now defined as 24 hours. (The "hour" as a unit of time
was not developed until some 2000 years after creation, in
Egypt; an alternate description of creation days might be
"literal days of creation.")

The need for the redundancy in Genesisis
demonstrated by the fact that many Christian academics,
theologians, scholars and Christian schools stumble over the
six literal days of creation. Christians often quotethefirst
part of 2 Peter 3:8 asarationale for making the days of
creation indefinite. Thefirst part of thisversereads, “...
[O]ne day iswith the Lord as athousand years ... ," and thisis
supposed to mean that a day of creation isnot really aliteral
day.

Aside from the fact that this verse is not addressing
chronology, it isimportant to note what the last part of the
verse says. "... and athousand yearsisasone day.” If thislast
phrase were taken chronologically, we could use it to claim that
the evolutionary age of the universe is not the commonly
accepted figure of 14 billion years, but only some 38,000
years! If thisisabsurd, so isthe chronological claim based on
the first part of the verse. God may not be bound by human
temporal expectations, as 2 Peter 3:8 indicates, but when
Hetellsushow long Hetook to create, we are bound to
accept that He limited Himself in His creation chronology.
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Even secular scholars acknowledge that the biblical text in
Genesis 1 intends to convey that the days of creation were
literal days of the same length we are used to. For instance,
Eviatar Zerubavel states:

"For those who take the biblical account of the
creation both seriously and literally, the length of the seven-day
week presents no problem at all. ... It wasfirst practiced by
God when creating the universe."?

Zerubavel further points out that the week is not
in any way tied to the lunar cycle: "Those who believe that
our seven-day week has derived from the lunar cycle seem to
forget that the latter is not really a twenty-eight day cycle."® In
fact, the seven-day week is not related to any celestial
phenomena.

Zerubavel speaks of the week as dissociated from
nature.® In other words, the week istied to theliteral
creation week, not to the motion of any astronomical body.




